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Chapter 297 - Water Rights, Substantial

SUBCHAPTER G : CANCELLATION AND REVOCATION OF WATER RIGHTS

§297.71.  Cancellation With Consent.  

If the commission's records reflect that the amount of water authorized to be appropriated under
a water right is not being used, either in whole or in part, the executive director may send an appropriate
form to the holder of the water right by which the holder or the holder's authorized agent may request
cancellation of the unused portion of the right or the entire right.  

§297.72.  Cancellation Under Texas Water Code, §11.146.  

A hearing is required in order to determine whether a permit has been or should be forfeited and
cancelled in whole or in part for failure of the permittee to commence or complete construction, unless
permittee executes a form abandoning all or a portion of the rights under the permit and waiving right to
notice and hearing thereon.  

§297.73.  Cancellation Under Texas Water Code, §§11.171-11.186.  

A water right is subject to cancellation in whole or in part for 10 years nonuse.  When the records
of the commission show that all or a part of the water authorized to be appropriated has not been used
during the immediately preceding 10 years, the executive director may request the commission to issue
notice and convene a hearing to determine whether a water right should be cancelled, in whole or in part.

§297.74.  Revocation of Authorization To Divert from a Locally Unsponsored or Storage-Limited
Reservoir.  

Authorization to divert water from a reservoir constructed by the federal government for which no
local sponsor has been designated nor permit issued or a reservoir permitted for storage solely for the
purpose of optimum development of the project may be revoked when compliance with the conditions
contained in the letter authorizing the diversion of water is not occurring or, in the case of authorized
diversions for domestic use, water becomes reasonably available through a water supply system.
Revocation shall be made by a letter setting forth the basis of the revocation signed by a commissioner.
Upon receipt of the letter, the user shall cease diverting water and remove diversion facilities. 


